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Colorado Cleantech Industry Association





Who are We?

The Colorado Cleantech Industry Association (“CCIA”) has a single purpose – to help establish Colorado as the cleantech industry world leader.  We represent the interests of cleantech industry participants in Colorado through:
· Policy representation and advocacy on a national, state and local basis.

· Providing an informed, unified voice for Colorado’s industry to lawmakers, the media, the public and other states.

· Programs to build and enhance human capital including education and information sharing on management, financing, government policy and technical issues relevant to industry participants.

· Partnership with state and local governments on industry planning.

· Acting as a hub for industry networking, information and news.  
We are comprised of entities involved in the cleantech industry in Colorado and professional organizations that support the industry.
What is CleanTech?

Clean technology helps consumers or industries use natural resources such as energy, water and waste more efficiently - and, while doing so, lessen their environmental footprint.  CCIA represents entities in Colorado involved in developing and delivering products and technologies that help generate energy from renewable sources and reduce fossil fuel consumption, carbon emissions and negative environmental effects.  Specifically, we serve industry participants involved in:

1. Renewable Energy.  Electricity generation from renewable sources including utility and commercial scale solar, wind, geothermal and hydro.

2. Biofuels.  Low carbon fuels production for transportation and electricity generation from renewable sources.

3. Low Carbon Transportation.  Advanced low/no carbon transportation vehicles and energy storage technologies for personal, fleet and mass transit.

4. Smart Grid.  Next generation grid management technologies which enable distributed electricity generation and real time communication between producers and consumers of electricity. 

5. Energy Efficiency.  Energy efficient building design, materials and appliances and demand monitoring and management systems which reduce the consumption of energy in commercial and residential buildings.

6. Utility Scale Energy Storage.  Battery and other electric storage technologies which help reduce peak generation requirements.
7. Efficient Electricity Transmission.  Transmission technologies that enable more efficient movement of electricity between producers, storage and consumers.

8. Environmental Mitigation.  Products and technologies that help mitigate the impact of greenhouse gases, waste and pollution on the environment including “green chemistry”. 
CCIA’s members include large and small companies, public and private research and academic organizations, individuals, professional organizations and economic development organizations that directly participate in the cleantech industry.  A list of our members and board of directors is provided in the supplement.

Why Colorado and Why Now?

Clean technology is becoming a large and rapidly growing industry sector worldwide.  The industry is being driven by many forces including efforts to mitigate climate change, concerns over dependence on foreign sources of energy and focused government policy.  Hundreds of billions of dollars of public and private capital will be invested in the sector over the next decade. 

Colorado has all the raw materials to be one of the leading cleantech “clusters” in world.  The state is home to a large number of innovative established and emerging companies, world class laboratories and research institutions, abundant sources of renewable energy, a supportive state government and a growing pool of management, technical and entrepreneurial talent.  This is demonstrated in the following industry facts and figures:

· There are more than 200 cleantech companies in Colorado.  The state is home to many companies in the areas of renewable energy generation products and services (solar, wind, biofuels) and energy efficiency.

· Colorado is among the top three states in cleantech venture capital.  In 2008, Colrado cleantech companies received over $300 million in venture funding, representing 40% of total venture funding in the state.

· Colorado is home to the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, the nation’s largest lab devoted to renewable energy research and development.

· Colorado’s major universities – The University of Colorado, Colorado State University and the Colorado School of Mines – are national leaders in cleantech and renewable energy research and development.  

· In 2009, Colorado will be home to the first annual Rocky Mountain Clean Tech Open, a competition for the best cleantech business ideas and plans.

Cleantech has the potential to capture a large portion of available capital and become a leadership sector in the state for job and economic growth. CCIA was formed to help the Colorado cleantech industry realize this potential.  We are not a thematic, consumer or activist driven organization or a branch of a national organization.  We are solely focused on providing leadership to improve the cleantech business climate in Colorado, help attract investment capital, talent and focus to the industry and establish partnerships that are essential to sector growth. 
The Benefits CCIA Delivers

CCIA is the only Colorado trade association that is state-wide, industry led, industry focused, and represents the broad scope of clean technology companies.  CCIA is delivering the following benefits to its membership:

· Advocacy.  We are the “go to” group in the state that government officials can partner with on policies and funding that benefit the broadly defined industry, rather than a single sub-sector. CCIA has retained state and federal lobbyists to advance Colorado’s agenda with Congress, US Executive Agencies and Colorado state government officials.  Our initial federal efforts are focused on directing federal stimulus and energy funding to Colorado and educating members on how to access these funding sources.  In state, we are actively advocating for tax incentives for the industry and state funding to support technology development and new company formation. 

·  Capacity Building Programs.  CCIA is developing programs to help our members build their businesses and grow the industry.  These will include (1) education on securing private and public funding, (2) information sharing between industry participants on management, technical and government policy issues and (3) building industry manpower by preparing entrepreneurs and technical talent from other technology sectors to transition to cleantech.

· Partnership with Research Institutions.  Well-funded and staffed research efforts are at the core of any successful industry cluster.  CCIA is focused on defining additional resources (and protecting existing resources) so that Colorado’s research institutions and national labs can grow their research teams and accelerate their commercialization pipelines.
· Communications.   CCIA is organizing communications/media/public relations programs that convey consistent messages and will promote the cleantech cluster in Colorado to constituencies inside and outside the state.   There are no other organized efforts on behalf of the industry today.  These programs will help attract companies, investors, executive talent and media coverage to the State.
· Statewide Planning.  CCIA, in partnership with the state government and member organizations, will initiate and lead a statewide plan for the industry.  This plan will help create a long term vision for the industry which will help drive our advocacy agenda, position Colorado as a competitive cluster, and organize the numerous constituencies and partners in a productive and comprehensive manner.  This plan will be critical to articulate the alignment between industry and the research institutions and establish key actionable items.
· Information and Analysis.  CCIA is creating a comprehensive company database to track company creation, funding and M&A activity, employment, and other key metrics essential to understanding the industry and communicating its value.  This will be the only comprehensive database for the Colorado cleantech industry and will be available only to CCIA members.

Industry-Focused…Industry-driven

What does that mean?  Strategies, programs, benefits, legislation and other activities are developed by the industry, for the industry.  This is accomplished through participation in the Association’s various committees.

· The Public Policy Committee, in consultation with the Association’s contract lobbyist, develops the CCIA’s state legislative agenda and tracks other measures of import to the clean technology community.  The Committee, in consultation with the federal lobbying team, also develops federal policy priorities and tracks other legislative measures as well as federal agency activities. The Association’s legislative agenda will be approved by the full Board at its mid-year meeting.  The Committee will be open to all members of the organization and will meet monthly during the state legislative session (January-May) and every other month for the remainder of the year. 

· The Membership Committee will be responsible for helping the Association to recruit new members and will help develop recruitment messages and materials.  The Committee will be open to all members of the Association and will meet four times a year. 

· The Communications Committee, in coordination with the contract public relations professional, will develop the key messages for the organization and provide strategic input to the Association’s communications vehicles including the website, potential e-newsletter and potential magazine.  The Committee may also make suggestions for story pitches, media introductions and other items as needed.  The Committee will be open to all members of the Association and will meet four times a year. 

Membership
We welcome entities involved in the Colorado cleantech industry and professional services firms that support the industry to become members of CCIA.  Members who join by June 30, 2009 will be designated as Founding Members.  The benefits of Founding Membership will include membership fees for the organization and its employees and perpetual recognition as a CCIA “founder”. 
Small companies and small service providers:
$1,000 annual membership fee

Medium-sized companies and service providers:
$2,500 annual membership fee

Large companies and service providers:

$5,000 annual membership fee

If you are interested in becoming a CCIA Founding Member, please contact Chris Shapard at 303-623-2690 or Chris@ColoradoCleantech.com.
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